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Status of Rural Women in Agricultural 

Society: A Case Study on Purba Banasgaon 
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Abstract

India is a developing country. In most of the developing countries 
agriculture is one of the main occupations, the Indian the scenario 
is more or less similar. As per the FAO report 2017-2018 agriculture 
and is allied source is the largest source of livelihood in India. In 
India about 70 percent of rural population is still depended on the 
agriculture among them a large number of populations is women. 
About 82 percent of the farmers are small or marginal farmer although 
India is the largest producer of Milk, Jute, pulses in the world and 2nd 
largest producer of rice, wheat, sugarcane, cotton and groundnuts. 
According to 68th round of National Sample Survey in 2013 indicate 
that in rural area 59 per cent men and 75 per cent women are engaged 

1Corresponding Author



Hindol Chakraborty is a musician, traveler, 
teacher, and observer. He has done his M. A. in 
English literature and had been associated with a 
number of premier institutes as a lecturer of English. 
Hindol's Ph. D. thesis is on Longinus's concept of 
the Sublime. His areas of interest include 
Metaphysical Poetry, Classical Criticism, and 
Postcolonial Discourse. Hindol is currently 
attached as an Assistant Professor in the Department 
of English, Salesian College, Siliguri.

Why must I cling to the customs and practices of a particular 
country forever, just because I happened to be born there? What 
does it matter if its distinctiveness is lost? Need we be so attached 

to it? That's the harm if everyone on earth shares the same thoughts 
and feelings, if they stand under a single banner of laws and 

regulations? What if we can't be recognized as Indians anymore? 
Where's the harm in that? No one can object if we declare ourselves 

to be citizens of the world. Is that any less glorious?

Palli Samaj speaks of people. It speaks of the struggle 
of the mass with the upper class in a segregated 
society diseased with exploitation. It clinches out the 
inner core of rural Bengal, and Sarat Chandra, as an 
artiste, takes the side of the oppressed. As one of the 
most engaging creations of Sarat Chandra, Palli 
Samaj emerges as a pure document of the time, and 
finally, it becomes the voice of the poor.
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Rabindranath Tagore is the most celebrated Indian 
author. His expertise has a huge span. Poetry, Short 
Stories, Novels, Dramas, Letters, Paintings, 
everything he touched, became a matter of 
excellence. Tagore himself declared that he will be 
remembered for his songs and poetry, but we are 
absorbed with all of his creations, even after so many 
years of his death. Rabindranath remains our 
favourite and the most important literary 
phenomenon in Indian and Bengali literature. His 
short stories are written with outstanding intensity 
and the subject-matters are vividly varied. They 
have become the mirror of his time. This book 
contains the choicest short stories of Rabindranath 
Tagore that span between different themes and 
aspects, providing us with a pure account of 
supreme delicacy of Tagore's unparalleled 
craftsmanship.
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Hindol Chakraborty is a musician, traveler, 
teacher, and observer. He has done his M. A. in 
English literature and had been associated with a 
number of premier institutes as a lecturer of English. 
Hindol's Ph. D. thesis is on Longinus's concept of 
the Sublime. His areas of interest include 
Metaphysical Poetry, Classical Criticism, and 
Postcolonial Discourse. Hindol is currently 
attached as an Assistant Professor in the Department 
of English, Salesian College, Siliguri.

Tagore and More, Selected Stories combines 28 unparalleled short stories 
by Rabindranath. The book contains 6 stories from Broken Ties and 
Other Stories, 8 stories from Hidden Treasure and Other Stories, and 

14 stories from Mashi and Other Stories. In a nutshell, the book holds the 
complete essence of Rabindranath's short stories which will be 

very effective for the students of schools and colleges.
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PRESENCE OF THE ‘SUBLIME’ IN NINETEENTH-CENTURY 

OPERA: A LONGINIAN PERSPECTIVE WITH GRANDEUR, 

ATTEMPTED AND FAILED 
 

HINDOL CHAKRABORTY 
 

Ph. D. Scholar, Jharkhand Rai University, Ranchi, India 

E-mail: hindolonline786@gmail.com 

 

 

Abstract - (Longinus‘s On the Sublime is a treatise on style, a doctrine on the effects of writing and oratory.  Longinus, in 

this phenomenal work, advocated proudly that sublimity is a quality that cannot be earned by everyone, only special artists 

can bring sublime effects in their products of art. He established that there was a technique of creating sublime effect. 

According to him, bold thinking capacity, enormous passion, elevated figures of speech, proper diction, and capacity to 

create a colourful composition are five elements for creating sublimity when they are amalgamated perfectly. Later, thinkers 

and critics like Edmund Burke and Immanuel Kant presented the theme of sublimity in relation to horror, fear, and pain; but 

sublimity, as a concept of loftiness and beauty, lies everywhere, it deals with almost every artistic product like sports, 

movies, theatre, science, music, architecture and so on. In this paper, I shall try to present the concept of sublimity and its 

relevance in terms of Nineteenth Century Opera, an extremely popular and distinguished form of classical vocal 

performance. Besides, this paper will also attempt to show the failures that have become prominent in showing the sense of 

sublimity in actual performances.) 

 

Keywords - Opera, Music, Longinus, Sublime, Vocal Performance, Grandeur, Art. 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

 

Longinus introduced sublimity as a type of eminence 

or excellence of discourse, especially in oratory. In 

ancient times, poetry was believed to be the finest 

product of art and this can be traced in the writings of 

great Greek thinkers like Aristotle, Plato and 

Longinus too. Longinus advocates for the 

assimilation of certain qualities which, together, 

produces sublime feelings or expressions. It should be 

noted that there is distinction between grandeur and 

sublimity; grandeur produces amazement and 

wonder, but sublimity encompasses a combination of 

wonder and astonishment. 

 

II. HECTOR BERLIOZ AND HIS MEMOIRS 

 

The general inclination to adapt Longinus continues 

to be evident in contemporary writings about 

nineteenth-century opera. Hector Berlioz, in 

his Memoirs (1870), makes extensive use of the 

notion of sublimity. According to him, sublimity‘s 

primary application is to music, it evokes an intense 

physical and emotional subjective response, and it 

gives rise to a reflexive judgment on the artist‘s own 

power and significance. 

In Longinus, the concept of the ‗sublime‘ is artistic, 

but here it is generalized to all sorts of art, not just 

literature, as is evident from his experience of a visit 

to Saint Peter‘s in Rome: 

 

I had hardly arrived before I was rushing off to 

St Peter‘s. Sublime, overpowering! 

Michelangelo, Raphael, Canova on this side and 

that; underfoot precious marbles and rare and 

beautiful mosaics. And the intense stillness, the 

solemnity, the cool atmosphere, the bright, clear 

colours, rich and harmonious: an aged pilgrim, 

kneeling alone in the immense space;[1] 

 

But of all the arts it was music that, for Berlioz, 

constituted the purest instance of the ‗sublime‘. He 

was hugely impressed by Beethoven‘s slow 

movements, which evoked for him the imagination of 

an eagle that was soaring aloft: 

 

in one of those unearthly adagios where 

Beethoven‘s spirit soars vast and solitary like the 

huge bird above the snows of Chimborazo …[2] 

 

As Burney did before him, Berlioz also found the 

immense sense of sublimity in massive performances 

of inspiring vocal music. He writes about one concert 

he conducted, with 1022 performers, two sub-

conductors and five chorus masters who, together, 

performed the Blessing of the Daggers from 

Meyerbeer‘s Les Huguenots. Berlioz writes that the 

concert 

 

… staggered the audience. Here I had multiplied 

the solo voices by twenty, so that Saint-Bris and 

the three monks were sung by eighty basses. The 

effect of this sublime piece on the performers 

and on those listeners nearest to the orchestra 

was quite extraordinary. As for me, I was seized 

with such a fit of nervous trembling that my teeth 

chattered as though I had a raging fever. Despite 

the non-resonance of the hall I do not think 

anything like this can often have been 

experienced, and I regretted that Meyerbeer was 

not there to witness it. It was if the whole 

tremendous piece – written, one might have said, 

mailto:hindolonline786@gmail.com
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Chapter- 9 

Clean Energy at the cost of Food? 
Effect of Hydro-Electric Projects on Local Agriculture in Sit 

kim 

Bickey Sharma* 
Abstract 

Sikkim is a hilly state in North-East India with a large hydroelectric generation potential. The Sikkim o had entered into 29 MOUs with private power developers to build and operate Hydro Electric Proie (HEPs) in the state. So far, five of them are already completed and another 10 are at various stages of completion. H. 

ot 

the remaining 14 HEPs are terminated due to strong agitation put up by local communities against consruce dams and tunnels for HEPs. Studies on the exact nature and causes of resistance by local people in Sikkim HED EPs 

egative 
conspicuous by its absence in the public domain. This study was taken up to understand and measure the ne- externalities of HEPs on local farming households based on a primary survey ot 190 households in two HED 

are 

ng 

locations in Sikkim. This study arrives at its finding by comparing the current agricultural performance of farming households across "control" and "treatment groups. The study found that the productivity and profitabiliy of agriculture is significantly and adversely affected by construction of headrace tunnels for these HEPs that divert the water of the local rivers. The diversion disrupts the aquifers in the hills and affects the water flows in small local streams which are the lifeline of local agriculture. The study estimates a loss of Rs.24,000 annually of an average household located in an affected village compared to its unaffected counterpart. The finding calls for government intervention for rectification of this negative environmental externality of HEPs. The finding also calls for more careful design improvements in tunnelling through hills, such that it does not affect the water flow local streamsas it does with the present technology. 
Keywords: Sikkim; Hydro-Electric Projects; Agriculture; Farming Households; Ecosystemi Service; ResourceConflicts. 

1. Introduction 
Sikkim is a hilly state in North-East India with a large hydro electric generation potential. The Sikkim govern entered into 29 MOUs with private power developers to build and operate Hydro Electric Projects (HErs) in t 

five of them are already completed and another 10 are at various stages of completion. However, the MOo o H 

So 1 

aining l+ HEPs are terminated due to strong agitation put up by local communities against construction of dams atnu The local people, mostly farmers, have protested against such HEPs as they alleged that such constructions an 

or HE 

ture adversely. 

It seems that the long tunnels built to divert river waters to create electricity had a signinca 
local hydrology of the hills. For the projects, tunnels are created by blasting the hills and without suticient w 
runnel's perimeter. So, waters Howing inside the rocks, which previously came out from various opes Water-proofing aroun 

adverse impact 
on 

the 

smil 

water channels on hill slopes, are now finding their way into those tunnels. Water in springs is availad 
In other times, they are almost dry and cannot support local agriculture which they used to do previousy engineering foresight has caused serious damage to local agriculture and food security, while trying 

various opening points to create 
heavy downpour 

that hack ot 
ith an 

rate energv with. 

Research Scholar (M. 
e-mail: sharma.bicky1992@gmail.com 

Phil), Department of Economics Politics, Visva-Bharati,
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