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Dear Friends (Alumni),

Let me begin this beautiful year 2020 by wishing you a very Happy New Year and God's
special blessings on each one of you. At the beginning of this year let me begin with a beautiful
thought that can guide us all.

Nearby, a building construction work was going on. Lots of poor labourers were working
there and their small children used to hold on to one another's shirt and play 'train-
train'".Some would become the engine and others would become bogies.

Every day these children used to take turns becoming the engine and bogies. But, there was one
small boy wearing only a half pant who used to hold one small green cloth in his hand and
become the guard daily.

So, once I went to him and asked him.. "son, don't you also wish to become an engine or a
bogie some time?"

He softly replied, "'Sir, I don't have a shirt to wear so how will the other children catch
me to make the train?" I could see the slight wetness in his eyes.
But it gave me a lesson... he could have cried and sat at home and abused his parents for not
affording to buy him a shirt. But instead, he chose another way to play and enjoy himself...

Inlife, we don't get all things we desire and we keep complaining... I don'thave abike, I don'thave

acar, I don'thave this or that...
Lifeis like that... we need to make it beautiful and be grateful for what we have.

HAVE ANATTITUDE OF GRATITUDE

Your Affectionate Father and Friend,
Fr. (Dr.) Mathew Pulingathil SDB
Rector,

Salesian College,

Siliguri




Dear Friends,

We have all welcomed with great enthusiasm the New Year 2020! The midnight
celebrations were colourful with high sound bites in locations like Singapore and Kuala Lumpur,
Sydney and New York, Mumbai and Delhi. However it was quiet and seemingly uneventful with
of course some lights and music to cheer the village folks even in Gorabai and Sonada.

It is heartening to see the energy that is emanating from the educational campuses across
the country, moving into the streets. There seems to be something churning, in peaceful protests.
Even as we celebrate the Republic (res publica/ rule by the public) with such a magnificent
preamble that offers 'freedom, equality and justice' to every person in the country, these
awakenings are a sign that the younger generation is asking the right questions as to the nature and

texture ofa 'republic' and a'democracy’'.

Only when individuals, especially the young adults begin to think through the options
ahead and the roads to be taken, that, truly a nation - as a people - comes to itself. Let us hope and
wish that as in earlier age, now too, the upcoming generation of leaders will live up to the promise
made by the founding fathers of the constitution.

Don Bosco was asked in 1867: "how will you overcome all the problems you face?" He
answered, "through the politics of the Father." God as Father/Mother is the source of "life and
freedom". Taking young people above the narrow confines of barriers and boundaries to 'a
kingdom where all are equal, cheerful, and have ample opportunities' was the dream he strove

relentlessly to fulfil. Isn't it worth walking such a Dream, even today?
Warmly, wishing in advance a Happy Feast of St John Bosco,
Fr George Thadathil sdb

Principal
Salesian College




Industry-College Partnership helps

prevent female trafficking in closed gardens

Fr. C.M. Paul
Campus Minister
Salesian College Sonada

Siliguri, 3rd November 2019 - Over a conversation between the legendary tea planter Mr
Rajah Banerjee of Rimpaocha Tea Siliguri and Campus Minister at Salesian College Sonada Fr.
C.M. Paul on the impending peril of adolescent females being trafficked from the closed tea
gardens in the Darjeeling Hills was born the Industry-College Partnership to provide skill training.
“Education and skill training is the only solution, to prevent them [girls] from falling easy prey to
stalking flesh traders who lure the unsuspecting girls with false promises of quick bucks and better

future outside,” says Salesian College Principal Dr. (Fr.) George Thadathil.

Mr Banerjee who calls Makaibari the first tea estate to go organic his Karmabhoomi and
Rimpocha tea his dharma says,“It is a fact there are already 4 tea gardens in the Darjeeling hills

closed down, and some other gardens are sick and on the verge of closure.”

“Rimpocha is not just tea, but a philosophy of life which stands on five pillars of
sustainability: healthy soil, economically-empowered women, biodynamic compost & fuel from
the holy cow, fair price & trade for marginalized growers and technological assistance for direct

marketing of their produce,” explains Banerjee.

Salesian College established in 1938 situated in Gorabari village at an altitude of 6,500
feet above sea level and just 2 kms before Sonada town on NH 55 (Hill Cart

Road)betweenKurseong and Darjeeling has more than 95 percent of students from the hills.

Mr Banerjee says, “I am willing to donate 40% of all online sales of our products
Rimpocha Compendium Box of nine exotic varieties of tea, as well as the 11 stand alones) for the

month of December 2019 at www.rimpochatea.com.




North Bengal today has about 450 tea gardens spread out in the Darjeeling Hills, Terai, and
Dooars regions that are registered as sellers in the Siliguri Tea Auction Centre. The youngest tea
gardens are Chinchula Tea Estate, Raimatang Tea Estate and Kalchini Tea Estate all of which are

72 years old.

Currently there are 83 operational tea gardens in Darjeeling district covering an
aggregated area of about 19,000 hectares (i.e. 46,950 acres) under tea plantation. The tea gardens
in Darjeeling presently employ about 52,000 permanent workers including both garden and

factory workers.

Besides the woes of migration and trafficking that stalk the idyllic tea gardens, the low

wages prevent higher education of girls compelling them to move out for better wages.

NGOs working to prevent trafficking estimate that “over 400 girls are trafficked every year from

tea gardens, mostly those that have stopped functioning.”

The traffickers obviously target the shut tea gardens where hunger and poverty are high

compared to functional [tea gardens], and higher educational opportunities, health facilities and

Photo: Mr. Banerjee and Dr Thadathil signing the Industry-College Partnership.
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Ramachan recalls his Salesian days saying that he belongs to the very first batch of

SCSC Batch of 2010

Computer Science in Siliguri campus. At the beginning they were only three Ramachan, Yadika
and Ankit and in the following years more students were registered. This Tangkhul Naga boy
belongs to an extreme end of Northeastern India, Urukhul District of Manipur. While asked about
his reason of joining Salesian college from so far he said "Moving out from my hometown Ukhrul
to other parts of the country to pursue higher education was never an option for me. But I had to
move out because there was only one government college in my hometown with a poor
infrastructure. So I was looking for an admission in Shillong, Delhi and Bangalore in the year
2010. While searching for colleges I found out that the admission in most of the institution I
wished to study were closed. I was very upset for the faulty system of delayed result declaration.
That year lots of my batch-mates could not get admission to college due to delay of result
declaration." He carried on saying " To be sincere, I really didn't know anything about SCSC.

During those struggling period, a friend of my eldest brother who is teaching at the North Bengal
University informed that SCSC admission is still open. Through him, joined SCSC.”

To Ramachan, SCSC is an institution which he thinks as the reason behind his every
success so far. He loves SCSC. This is the first placed who had welcome him after stepping out
from his hometown to pursue higher education. This is the home where he started hunting for his
career. He says " Initially, for the first two years in the college, [ was neither participating nor active
in any programme in the college. I was very shy and introvert. My friends and teachers
encouraged me to step out from the cocoon. Gradually I started participating in college events.
and started recognizing my strengths. In short, I joined SCSC, as a reticent student but I stepped
out witha spirit of social commitment. He ruminates saying " I would love to visit campus one

more time, meet my friends and teachers and eat hot Momos at the college canteen.

As a spontaneous reply to the query how he has enjoyed his college life Ramachan reacts
"OMG!!! there are so many instances, where I always cherished my college life. But the most
enjoyable event was when our college band RENEGADE won the INNOVISION inter-college
rock band competition at the City Centre. I think that was the first trophy received by SCSC in a
music competition. I really miss our orchestra team under the guidance of Fr. Nirmol Gomes to

n

play 'Somewhere I love by Ray Conniff' and Surangani, Surangani, Surangani........ =




Currently Ramachan is staying in Mumbai and is pursing PhD in Social Work in Tata
Institute of Social Sciences . His subject of research is related to Development in the Conflict
Areas. It is based on the ongoing development projects in the Northeast region those have affected
the indigenous communities in the name of development such as large dams, railways, port town,
airports and transnational highway. He believes, this research will be added to the existing
literature and will urge the policy makers to be more sensible towards local social-political and
ecological scenario.

He was asked after graduating in Computer science why did he choose MSW. To this his
answer was " To be sincere, I really didn't have much knowledge about social work. In India till
now social Work is not regarded as professional course. But I choose this course because of my
experience in voluntary works during college days. When I completed my B. Sc, I voluntarily went
for one year teaching in Assam. The school was located in a remote village and very few students
were there. And I had realized the need of community education and social intervention in terms of
child care, family care, domestic violence, drug and alcohol issues in my region. I decided to
peruse further study on social work which will well-equip me to intervene in these issues. I am
glad that I also had degree of computer science which is really needed in the social research.”

He is glad to see the growth of the institution and suggests it will be nice if the college can
upgrade to more PG programme. While living in Siliguri he experienced majority of the students
after completing UG left for Kolkatta or other cities to pursue PG programme. He also invited the

Salesian College faculty members, students and staff members to visit more frequently to

Northeast specially Manipur for study tour. He adds "There might not be a lot of things in terms of

industrial, factories and multinational companies to visit but I am sure the region can be excellent
for cultural exchange programme for the Salesian College and the NE region.”

He narrates, "Sometimes [ used to think, how can I be able to give back to SCSC? may be in
coming days if I could get a chance to teach in my alma mater I will be able to give back a tiny part

of what I received from the Institution, which is always my dream.”

Achan admired the SCSC Alumni Association under the leadership of Chanchal Agarwal
and the present President for their noble contribution and dedicating their time, energy and money
for the campus and community. He thinks this is the spirit of Salesian that has been nurtured in
every pass out and wished to continue this spirit of giving back to SCSC in small act of kindness,
love and humility.

- Interviewed on 13 January 2020 by
Priyamrita Chatterjee

Alumni Coordinator
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22nd January 2020, Siliguri: Alumni Association of Salesian College Siliguri (AASCS)
organized a blood donation camp in collaboration with Blood Plus Siliguri in Salesian College
Siliguri Campus on Wednesday, 22nd January 2020. The blood collection team from Siliguri Terai
Blood Bank was present there to collect blood and members of AASCS to provide other helps. The
donors were given refreshment and a certificate.

Students, alumni members, faculty members and administrative staff of the College
donated their blood and altogether 111 units of blood were collected.

Fr. Mathew Pulingathil, Rector, Mr. Hemant Gupta, the President, Mr. Sayak Moitra, the
Treasurer along with other members were present to guide and see the arrangements of the camp.

Ms. Sankit Merathia, Mr. Chanchal Agarwal, Mr. Rajiv Chachan, Mr. Pankaj Mirania
along with other members of Blood Plus Siliguri were present to volunteer the camp.

Atoken of Appreciation was presented to Alumni Association of Salesian College & Blood
Plus from Terai Blood Bank for the successful camp. Blood Camp is being organised every year by
the Alumni Association in the College and it is seen that the ratio of female donors are higher than
male. This year there was lot of enthusiasm among the donors and breaking all the previous records
in four hours 111 units of blood were collected.
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udents Mark 3rd National Press Day

The students of Mass Communication Department at Salesian College Sonada marked 3rd
NATIONAL PRESS DAY in collaboration with Political Science Department on 19 November
2019. The day was celebrated by student panelists with a 2 hour panel discussion on “MEDIA and
MARX” moderated by Assistant Professors Privat Giri and Pawan Rai.

Women's Cell donates 10 stretchers to hills men

The Women's Cell of Salesian College Sonada along with members of Radio Salesian
conducted an awareness campaign at a small village located some kilometers away from Sonada
town in Munda Tea Estate on 25th November 2019.

It was the first day of the campaign which was the 3rd activity of 2nd phase of the Project
sponsored by United Board Hong Kong.The main objective of the campaign was to create b
awareness, about human trafficking, domestic violence, women's health and hygiene,
prevention of child abuse among the remote village people, specially women.

The People living in the craggy slopes of the mountain villages have to carry their sick
people in bamboo basket, So the group also provided help to women living there by handing o
10 steel stretchers to the Mundakoti Sewa Samity (MSS) so that it can be used for emergencie
especially pregnancy related situations and prevent any kind of casualties.
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